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Campaign ’96
a Montana Kaimin special section

Friday, November 1,1996 I

Terry Stella/Kaimir

on the left’ md Stefa,n,ie Sekichwere the audience at an 1-125 press conference Wednesday. Sekich has voluncpmpafp’ W9mf.PS v»,c?s f°r the E,arthAlliance for the Wild Rockies and the Mount Jumbo campaign. She
says getting students involved in politics is difficult due to apathy and ignorance.

November 5: action or apathy?
Student Political Action Director Ben
Darrow said the apathetic stigma is mis
leading because between 2,500 and
he 1996 presidential election
3,000 students registered to vote this
beckons voters to the polls with year.
hopes of outshining Missoula
“They do care. They’re just not used
County’s 1992 stellar turnout. But to
as voting,” Darrow said. “Seniors have
students plan ski trips on the election
voted all their lives. Students have only
day off, many wonder if student apathy
voted one or two times. For many this
is here to stay.
will be their first presidential election.”
Last year’s open space bond issue
MontPIRG Director Chris Newbold
hauled students out of their armchairs
said that while activism has spiraled
and into voting booths. The issue also
downward, individual issues often prod
melded several campus organizations
students to get out and vote.
together wi^th the united goal to get stu
“There are important issues out
dents registered, educated and voting.
there, like the minimum wage initiative
Within Precinct 52, the voting district and the clean water initiative,” Newbold
that encompasses the university, 1,343
said. “Your vote will affect your life.”
people are registered, 171 more students
Busey agrees.
than in 1992. But elections officials are
“Students don’t see the connection
expecting a minimal turnout despite the between government and their lives,”
numbers.
she said. “Some fear making the wrong
When students graduate or move off
choice. They don’t want to vote for some
campus, their names remain on the vot
one and find out the candidate isn’t rep
ing district list for four years, inflating
resenting them.”
the number of actual student voters.
But with senior citizens forming the
“Precinct 52 is the laughing stock of
largest voting block, candidates are
Missoula,” said Sara Busey, president of often revolving their platforms around
the League of Women Voters. “Only a 50 the elderly, tossing student concerns
percent turnout compared to 75 percent
aside, Newbold said.
countywide.”
“It has to do with who’s funding cam
For months, ASUM’s Student Political paigns,” Newbold said. “Students have
Action, the League of Women Voters,
problems paying for lunch. We’re not
American Association of University
funding campaigns.”
Women, Pi Sigma Alpha and Montana’s
Which means that for students to get
Public Interest Research Group sat at
noticed, they not only have to vote but
tables in the University Center and at
have to also get immersed in campaigns
UM Tech campuses and registered 750
before they mark their boxes, Darrow
students.
said.
Missoula’s League of Women Voters
“If you get involved in the process
was given a $1,300 grant from its
before you vote, it makes (candidates)
national chapter to register students
realize that you’re someone who cares
because of the historically low voter
about the issues and is willing to voice
turnout for people between the ages of
your opinion in the voting booth,” he
18 and 24.
said. “That kind of caring will be notice
Kim Skornogoski

Kaimin Reporter

T

able to state legislators and to candi
dates.”
ike Kiedrowski, a student
who left UM for a semester
to join U.S. Senate candidate
Dennis Rehberg’s campaign, said that in
order to get noticed, students need to
get informed.
“They need to dig into the issue, go
beyond the political rhetoric,” he said.
“Politicians listen to people who know
about the issues.”
Darrow said that just by having tele
vised debates on campus, students affect
the tone and responses given by candi
dates.
“When Bill Yellowtail used the
Kaimin, it showed that he was interest
ed in what students think,” he said. “All
the candidates’ closing arguments
addressed student concerns.”
resident of AAUW Larissa
Smith said for students, num
bers make* the difference
between being ignored and getting
noticed.
“Nothing’s going to change if they
don’t voice their opinions, and voice
them loudly,” she said. “Students need
to communicate with candidates in mas
sive numbers.”
Newbold said the numbers do exist,
but the bloc is spread out across thou
sands of universities and colleges. Even
within Missoula, students are spread
throughout nine voting districts.
“If we could get all 10,000 students
registered to vote we could control what
happens in Missoula County,” Darrow
said. “We’ll never do that, but in the
general university area, we could deter
mine who represents us in the state leg
islature.”
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See “Apathy” page 7
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Racicot, Jacobson
running quiet race
Kim Skornogoski

Kaimin Reporter

With Gov. Marc Racicot
riding his popularity to re
election, the gubernatorial
race avoided media blitz until
Democratic candidate Chet
Blaylock’s death last week.
Blaylock’s running mate
Judy Jacobson, Butte, was
thrust into the spotlight and
onto the ballot — twice.
Because Montana law for
bids candidates from with
drawing their names this late
in the game, when Jacobson
chose to grasp the governor’s
reins her name also remained
as the Democratic Party’s
lieutenant governor.
“(The campaign) essential
ly hasn’t changed,” Jacobson
said. “Chet and I were out
there talking about the
issues. I’m still carrying on
with the same message.”
Both tickets embraced a
quiet campaign, spotted with
little fanfare, to discuss the
issues.
“Chet and I have known
each other for 20 years,”
Racicot said. “We’ve worked
on several issues together.
We were involved in a civil
debate, one of courtesy and
respect, as part of the democ
ratic process.”
So less than two weeks
away from election day, the
civil debate continued with
slightly different players dis
cussing the same issues —
education, the economy and
the environment.
In funding education,
Racicot and running mate Judy Martz, Butte, plan to
focus on satisfying agree
ments with faculty and stu
dents to improve the quality
of education.
The team is also looking at
allocating money to increase
enrollment, update buildings
and facilities, improve tech
nology and boost the pool of
financial aid funds.
Jacobson said her experi
ence as a Montana Tech stu
dent and on education com
mittees as a legislator will
help her bring student issues
into the governor’s office.
“I’ve been one of the
strongest advocates of higher
education the past 16 years,”
she said. “I’ve been appalled
that the state continues to
take millions of dollars from
students.”
One of the largest differ
ences between the two candi
dates is their stance on
Constitutional Amendment
30, which proposes to replace

the Board of Regents with an
education department.
Racicot, whose office pro
posed CA-30, said it would
create a direct line of
accountability between the
governor and higher educa
tion.
“This question has been on
the front burner for a long
time,” he said. “I think it’s
important for the people to
settle this issue so we can
move on.”
Blaylock attended the
1972 Constitutional
Convention that created the
regents, and with Jacobson,
was one of the proposal’s
strongest opponents.
“I haven’t always agreed
with what the regents have
done,” Jacobson said, “but
they are a buffer from poli
tics.”
Both Jacobson and Racicot
supported changes to the
water quality standards in
the last legislative session
that removed restrictions
from mining corporations.
“We had the flexibility to
keep the mine and the 200
jobs in Butte,” she said. “At
the time it was the only
option we had. I think it was
the right decision. But as a
resolution Initiative 122 was
created.”
Racicot said the laws,
without the amendments,
weren’t enforceable, requir
ing the state to fall back on
the federal government’s
weaker standards.
“Our vision is to have a
good economy and maintain a
clean and healthy environ
ment,” he said. “(Montanans)
have a very strong belief in
maintaining our essence,
which means we have to be
selective with what jobs we
have in Montana.”
Racicot said if Montana
reduces its regulations to
allow for more competition,
quality jobs will sprout up for
UM graduates.
Jacobson said she wants to
jump start our economy with
a minimum wage hike
because “single moms need to
be able to earn a living
wage.”
The candidates plan to
continue to discuss the issues
until Nov. 5, even though
Racicot still holds a dominat
ing lead.
“Chet’s death left us feel
ing hollow,” Racicot said. “I
have regrets about that, that
Chet couldn’t make it to the
end. If we’re chosen to contin
ue, we’ll work hard for the
state of Montana.”

VOTE!

It's your right

Yellowtail-Hill race up-for-grabs
reduction of estate and gift
taxes, deductions for employ
er-sponsored health insur
ance and elimination of the
In a race where the candi
tax on social security bene
dates have spent much of
their time trying to forget the fits.
Hill also advocates cutting
past and focus on the issues,
spending on programs such
Bill Yellowtail and Rick Hill
as federal student loans for
are in the middle of a neckcollege and the National
and-neck battle for
Endowment for the Arts.
Montana’s lone seat in the
Hill opposed the recently
House of Representatives.
adopted minimum-wage
Personal controversies
increase
and supported con
aside, the candidates hold
different views on issues such gressional reforms that
denied
welfare
benefits to
as taxes, welfare reform, edu
legal immigrants and gave
cation funding, abortion and
states
more
say
in the admin
gun control. Meanwhile,
istration of welfare programs.
third-party candidate James
If
anything,
such
reforms
Brooks, from the Natural
don’t go far enough, he says,
Law Party, has stood in the
adding
that
he
would
fight
backdrop advocating social
reform through a prevention- efforts to make welfare more
oriented platform.
available.
Yellowtail, however, say?
Yellowtail, from Wyola, is
the Democratic candidate
Congress’ welfare-reform
and a former rancher, state
plan was “arbitrary and
senator and regional admin
capricious,” and will hurt
istrator for the U.S.
those who need help the
Environmental Protection
most. Congress should move
Agency. He defends abortion
quickly to correct its mistake
rights for women, environ
because its role “should not
mental protection and public
be to punish the least fortu
education. Yellowtail is
nate members of society.”
endorsed by labor unions,
Helping the less fortunate,
environmental groups and
including children, minorities
Rep. Pat Williams.
and the poor, is central to
Hill, a Republican,
Yellowtail’s campaign. He
describes himself as a GOP
supports the Head Start pro
conservative who opposes
gram and is a strong propo
abortion and big government. nent of education, calling it
He says he would be an advo “the great democratizer.”
cate for business and favor
“Education should never
term limits for legislators.
be denied because of mone
Hill opposes raising taxes
tary status,” he said.
and favors an across-theYellowtail supports tax
board tax cut.
deductions for college tuition
“Taxes are too high,” he
of up to $10,000 and a $550said. “People today work for
per-child tax cut. He supports
the government first and
federal funding for education
their families second.”
and maintaining the
The Helena businessman
Department of Education.
has proposed a “pro-family”
He supported the federal
tax program that includes a
raise in minimum wage and
$500-per-child tax credit, the
advocates public funding for
Karen Ctiavez

Kaimin Reporter

the arts, in sharp contrast to
Hill. Yellowtail said he would
resist any effort to eliminate
funding for the NEA, calling
art a “fundamental aspect of
humanness.”
None of the candidates
favors strict gun control, but
Yellowtail supports banning
assault weapons, checking
the backgrounds of handgun
buyers and denying gun own
ership to those convicted of
spousal abuse. Hill opposes
such measures.
Yellowtail made headlines
before the June primaries
with disclosures that he
avoided child care payments
for several years, slapped his
first wife so hard that she
sought medical treatment
and that he stole thousands
of dollars of camera equip
ment while attending
Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire.
Hill garnered his own
headlines when his ex-wife
told the public of Hill’s late
1970s affair with a cocktail
waitress.
The only candidate whose
past hasn’t attracted much
scrutiny is physician James
Brooks of Missoula, repre
senting the Natural Law
Party, which advocates the
use of “transcendental medi
tation” to solve some of the
country’s problems. Brooks
advocates reducing social
stress to combat crime,
rather than gun control laws.
He favors introducing tran
scendental meditation in the
prisons to reduce repeat
criminal offenders.
The prevention-oriented
platform of the Natural Law
Party also advocates natural
health-care programs, renew
able energy production and
sustainable agriculture prac
tices.

Senate race flopped between insults and issues
Pledging early in the
campaign to keep it clean,
senatorial candidates
Dennis Rehberg and Max
Baucus have abandoned
the agreement and flooded
airwaves statewide with
accusations of broken
promises.
Lt. Gov. Rehberg issued
a clean-campaign challenge
to the Democrat incumbent
Baucus in early June, and
the two candidates have
swapped insults since.
UM Professor Bill
Chaloupka said campaign
insults are nothing new in
Montana or the United
States, but the 1996 sena
torial ads stray from the
issues and are character
attacks.
“The Rehberg ads are
not issue ads,” he said.
“They’re all designed to
make people be more bitter
about government. After all
the militia activity, you’d
think Montanans had got
ten a little more mature
about this.”
Chaloupka concedes the

negative ads might have
struck a nerve in Big Sky
country as some recent
polls have shown Rehberg
closing in on Baucus.
“If that’s the way you
win a senate race then that
says a lot about Montana
political culture,” he said.
But Mike Pieper,
Rehberg’s campaign man
ager, said the Rehberg ads
have gotten an unfair rap
while Baucus’ have not. He
said Baucus has broken the
terms of the clean cam
paign pledge, which states
candidates must make the
attacks using their “own
words” and be able to sub
stantiate those charges.
Pieper said Rehberg’s
ads stick to the rules “...as
long as Denny talked of
Baucus’ voting record, and
Denny did it himself.”
He called the Baucus ads
a “100 percent attack” on
Rehberg and accused him
of avoiding the issues.
Tim Warner, Baucus’
campaign spokesman, said
Baucus was disappointed

the pledge was broken but
believes voters will reject
Rehberg’s negative cam
paign style.
In between mudslinging,
the candidates have also
taken time to discuss the
issues.
An on-going debate
between the two has been
education funding and the
role of the federal
Department of Education.
Warner said Baucus
voted against a Newt
Gingrich plan to cut federal
education by nearly $30
million and supports a
$5,000 per year tax deduc
tion to help middle income
families cover the cost of
higher education.
Pieper said Rehberg sup
ports federal student loans
and Pell Grants and would
vote to maintain funding
for the programs.
He said Rehberg believes
in a $500 per-child tax
credit for families, which
can be used as an educa
tional incentive.
—Kaimin Reporter
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Resumes, not platforms lead way in justice race
Erica Curless

Kaimin News Editor

For Charles “Chip”
Erdmann and Jim Regnier,
campaigning for a seat on the
Montana Supreme Court
means looking at a lot of
Montana from behind the
windshields of their family
cars.
For voters, however, trying
to decide which candidate to
support means looking
through the narrow window
of each candidate’s back
ground and experience.
By law, nonpartisan
Supreme Court candidates
cannot discuss prevailing
cases or legal controversies
for fear of prejudging poten
tial court cases. That leaves
incumbent Erdmann and
challenger Regnier little
choice but to rest the cam
paign on their resumes and
reputations.
Justice Erdmann, a Great
Falls native whose mother
helped write Montana’s 1972
Constitution, was appointed
to the Supreme Court in

August 1995 by Gov. Marc
Regnier agrees. “He
Racicot after Justice Fred
(Erdmann) doesn’t have the
Weber resigned before the
aura of incumbency he’d have
end of his
if he’d been serving eight
eight-year
years. I don’t think incumben
term.
cy will play a role.”
Regnier,
Endorsements, however,
a Missoula
are often factors in races like
mediation
these.
lawyer,
Although a Supreme Court
entered the
seat is a nonpartisan office,
race in May many Montana Republicans,
instead of
including Gov. Marc Racicot,
applying for have endorsed Erdmann, who
Erdmann
Weber’s
served as the party’s general
vacant seat. council in 1990. The candi
The former Navy officer and
date describes himself as a
Vietnam veteran says he
conservative who serves as a
wanted the people to elect
necessary balance in what he
him to the bench rather than
sees as a liberal-leaning
be appointed.
court.
Although Erdmann has
Erdmann says his conserv
been on the court for a little
ative philosophy helps him
more than a year, he doesn’t
adhere strictly to the law in
see his incumbency as much
deciding cases. Liberal jus
help in the November elec
tices feel less restraint in
tion.
interpreting that law, he says.
“I’m such a new judge no
“Elected courts tend to
one knows I’m on the court
swing back and forth,”*he
anyway,” Erdmann said. “I’m
said. “It’s important to have
sure being the incumbent
opposing philosophies. The
gives me some advantage but
court is better because (oppo
also some disadvantage.”
sition) helps it stay in the

center.”
Despite his conservative
bent, Erdmann says a mix
ture of public service and pri
vate practice — he’s worked
as a lobbyist, assistant attor
ney general and a private
attorney — makes him an
impartial decision maker.
His supporters say
Erdmann would give the
court stability.
“He’s qualified because of
the work ethic, his ethics as
an attorney and the sense of
predictability he brings to the
court,”
Missoula
attorney
Bill Wagner
said.
Regnier,
on the
other hand,
sees him
self as a
centrist on
the court,
rather than
a liberal or conservative.
During his 23-year legal
career, Regnier has worked as
both a defense and plaintiffs’

lawyer. But he says mediating
cases across the state has
helped him see both sides of
disputes.
“I think it was the media
tion that got me interested in
being more of a dispute dis
solver instead of an advo
cate,” he said. “I would not go
to the court with an agenda,
but deciding each case.”
The AFL-CIO, Montana
Education Association and
the Montana Federation of
Teachers have endorsed
Regnier. The Montana
Conservation Voters and the
Montana/Wyoming Tribal
Leaders Council have also
thrown their support to him.
UM law professor Greg
Munro says Regnier would be
a model justice who has
strong support among the
state’s lawyers. He rejects the
notion that Regnier is
Erdmann’s liberal opposite. .
“The liberal/conservative
thing is being used as a cam
paign tactic and is being used
because Jim is a very popular
lawyer in the state,” Munro
said.

Attorney General race a clash of ideologies

Ranr o
n<
1
i ■1
•
-Baer, a 52-year-old state
Montanans shared the group’s Mazurek says the race is.
the State Crime Lab in
senator halfway through his
agenda.
about more than labels.
Missoula through the 1995
first term, doesn’t think he’s
“Are their fears, inhibitions
The 44-year-old attorney
legislature. Genetic crime
After Attorney General Joe
too conservative for Montana
and mistrust really much dif
general
says
he
wants
another
solving
allows detectives to tie
Mazurek backed out of his sec Republicans. But he does say
ferent than that df the rest of
four years to finish the job of
criminals to a crime scene by
ond debate, GOP challenger
some Montana Republicans
us?
”
asks
one
of
Baer
’
s
pam

targeting
juvenile
violence
and
identifying the tiniest bits of
Larry Baer said he’d “debate
have gone soft.
phlets.
helping communities prevent
human tissue.
an empty chair” just to talk
Gov. Marc Racicot, a former
A gun dealer and collector
crime.
He also moved the state’s
about the issues.
attorney general, struck a deal of ornate, double-barrelled
Fellow Democrats in the
law enforcement academy out
And in a way he has.
with Baer in June that they
shotguns, Baer is a fervent
ranks of law enforcement
of its trailer-park campus near
Although he has little money
would stay out of one anoth
opponent of gun control and
agree with those goals, says
Bozeman to Helena, fulfilling
to spend on statewide adver
er’s campaigns. The
has accused Mazurek of
Sen. Fred Van Valkenburg, the a 20-year-old promise to give
tising, the Bigfork Republican
Republican governor hasn’t
“betraying” gun owners when
Missoula Democrat and
the academy a better home.
has blasted Mazurek on mat
endorsed Baer, and Baer says
the attorney general said he
deputy county attorney who
Mazurek stresses partner
ters ranging from the Freemen he has returned the favor.
supported the Brady Bill.
chaired Mazurek’s Task Force
ship with local lawmakers and
standoff to states’ rights.
Baer’s distrust of big gov
Crime
prevention
begins
at
on
Youth Violence, a statewide an understanding of communi
Mazurek’s camp didn’t
ernment placed him with a
home, Baer said. Youth crime,
probe ofjuvenile crime.
ty crime growth as tools of the
flinch.
handful of lawmakers seeking
a theme both candidates echo,
Mazurek believes communi attorney general trade.
“I don’t know what his
amnesty for Larry Schweitzer
has increased in the state
ty efforts to prevent youth
“We need to get communi
agenda is,” Mazurek said. “He
and the so-called Freemen
because today’s parents are
crime stand a greater chance
ties involved,” he said.
spends most of his time bash
during last spring’s standoff.
afraid to give their kids “a
of working than simply locking “Teachers can tell you at a
ing government and the people He blasted Mazurek for wast
swat on the backside,” he said. up delinquents, Van
very young age who’s going to
in it. Most of his effort is spent ing money in the standoff and
Baer sums up the race as a
Valkenburg says.
have problems. We need to
fighting inside the Republican
hinted in some of his cam
classic
clash between a conser
Mazurek pushed funding
Party.”
make sure then that kids don’t
paign literature that
vative and a liberal, but
for the new DNA facilities at
fall away.”
■_
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Jennifer McKee

Kaimin Reporter

Missoula County Commissioner Candidates
Barbara Evans
Republican
Age: 62
Occupation: Missoula County

Commissioner since 1979.
Why are you running again?

“Because I like this county, and I want to
do what I can for the people here.”
Do you support an increase in the
minimum wage? “Let me just say this,

I don’t tell people how to vote. The thing
that matters is that they make their own
decision.” Evans’ support of the Missoula
business community has won her the
support of the Chamber of Commerce.
She worries about the loss ofjobs if the
minimum wage was increased to $6.25
an hour.
How would you manage growth

in Missoula? “Growth management
needs to be done in a common sense way.
We need ways of protecting people before
we can make management decisions.”
Evans does not support impact fees for
developers. As a member of the Growth

Roger Bergmeier
Management Task Force, she has
encouraged subdivision growth and
resisted plans to prevent an “urban
sprawl” of development.
How would you manage trans
portation? “I will continue to support

transportation management and support
alternative forms of transportation, but it
really drives me nuts when people say
that others should ride their bike or take
the bus when they show up at meetings
in their cars. I definitely don’t agree with
forcing people to use alternate forms of
transportation.” Evans supports a recent
ly passed transportation plan that would
create 31 more miles of roadway and 73
miles of bike and pedestrian paths.
What have you done, and what
would you do to support the envi
ronment? Evans said she placed the

first open space bond on the ballot and
has supported the second bond issue. “I
will continue to support the environment
in a common-sense way.”

Democrat
Age: 53
Occupation: Independent con

tractor and forestry consultant;
worked for the State Lands
Department for 25 years.
Why do you want to run for
office? “I have a lot of things to

offer the county. I have always
worked at helping people, and I
have a lot of training in areas that
Missoula could use assistance.”
Do you support an increase in
the minimum wage? “Yes, workers
can’t hack it at $4.75 an hour.
Missoula has lost a lot of higher
paying jobs. We need to make a
more diverse economy so that people
can have a decent living wage.”

How would you manage
growth in Missoula? “The growth

management task force has made
some tools that could take us into
the future. I’m looking at impact

fees, benchmarking and inventory
ing to control growth.”
How would you manage trans

portation? “We need to provide the
systems that would give people
choices in transportation, be it more
buses or a light rail.” Bergmeier has
criticized the city’s transportation
plan, saying it does little to reduce
traffic or air pollution. He doesn’t
support widening the roadways
because it will only encourage more
people to drive when they can walk.
What have you done, and what
would you do to support the
environment? “Since college, I

have worked with the forestry
department for 25 years looking at
more efficient ways to use wood. I’ve
done training packages for water
and air quality. In the future, we
need to emphasize education to pro
vide kids with knowledge so that it
doesn’t happen again.”
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Election will decide who controls higher ed
Jennifer IVIcKee

Kaimin Reporter

After 20 years of potshots,
Montana’s feud over who con
trols higher education is headed
for a November showdown.
The question Constitutional
Amendment 30 poses, to voters
sounds simple enough:
Who should govern
Montana’s university system?
An elected governor, as CA-30’s
sponsors propose, or a Board of
Regents beholden to no one, as
the founders of Montana’s 1972
Constitution thought best?
Placing higher education
under the governor would give
the state tighter rein over
spending and other matters, the
initiative’s supporters say.
Opponents fear such close
control could put campuses at
the mercy of politickers whose
reach could extend into the
classroom.

The argument has smoldered
for decades, flaring up during
most legislative sessions when
regents, the governor and law
makers tussle over higher edu
cation’s share of the state’s cash.
Rep. H.S. “Sonny” Hanson,
the Billings Republican who
spearheaded CA-30 at Gov.
Marc Racicot’s request, says
someone needs to clip the
board’s financial wings.
Under the current system,
the regents present their budget
to the Legislature. However,
when other agencies go home
and make their budgets match
their allocated cash, regents can
raise tuition and fees to fund
whatever they please, Hanson
says. And the Legislature can’t
stop them.
“That’s because they’re not
accountable to anyone,” Hanson
said.
It’s as if students have given
regents a blank check, adds

Rep. Ray Peck, D-Havre. “I hear
students saying, We’re on the
butt end of this,”’ Peck said. “I
think that’s a correct observa
tion.”
The regents submit one bud
get to the Legislature, but keep
the one they intend to follow to
themselves, Hanson adds.
“They get in and lie to us,”
Hanson said. “The Department
of Revenue is sick and tired of
them because they flat-out lie.”
The 1972 Montana
Constitution requires regents to
work with the planners of K-12
education, creating one budget
and one vision for state educa
tion. But the two rarely meet
and have never submitted one
budget, Hanson says.
Even the regents’ supporters
don’t deny that the board hasn’t
always followed the rules. Still,
they say, the current system
keeps politics out of higher edu
cation, allowing academia to

focus on quality.
And states are subsidizing
less and less of higher educa
tion’s total costs, and that trend
won’t change, regardless of who
governs the Montana University
System, UM’S president says.
“The Legislature can’t fund
the full price,” George Dennison
said. “The difference has to be
made up by the students, if they
want quality education ”
CA-30’s plan to abolish the
independent regents will draw
campuses deeper into the politi
cal arena, predicts Dennison.
“It destroys the buffer that
exists now,” he said. “The gover
nor could potentially have final
say in who’s hired and fired,
who teaches what to whom.
Those are the kind of things
that happened prior to the 1972
constitution.”
Hanson dismisses such con
cerns, saying CA-30 addresses
only the highest level of educa

tion, not the specifics of the
classroom.
“I’m not talking about the
nitty-gritty,” he said. “All we’re
saying is that there should be
accountability in the upper ech
elons of education.”
But education officials,
including Superintendent of
Public Instruction Nancy
Keenan, remain skeptical. Gov.
Racicot worked for education,
but Keenan argues that future
governors might not.
That’s where the voters come
in, said Pat Haffey, aide to Gov.
Racicot.
“Voters should demand that
future candidates for governor
be knowledgeable in education,”
Haffey said.
As for students losing a voice
in higher education, Haffey
notes that CA-30 provides for
eight citizen commissioners to
advise the governor, one of
whom could be a student.

Supporters, opponents agree:

CA-31 would invest
CA-32 will affect
workers' comp funds
Montana lawmaking
Erica Curless

Dan Nailen

For the Kaimin
A little-known proposal to allow the
Legislature to meet in even-numbered
years could have a big effect on the way
Montana makes its laws.
On that, at least, friends and foes of
Constitutional Amendment 32 agree.
Supporters of CA-32 predict even-year
meetings would make the Legislature
more efficient and open to the public.
Critics, however, contend the resulting
14-month gap between elections and ses
sions would force citizens to wait too long
for the changes they vote for, and would
give powerful lobbyists too much time to
influence policy-making.
The measure’s supporters, including
sponsor and House Majority Leader Hal
Grinde (R-Lewistown), say the two
months between elections and legislative
sessions give lawmakers little time to pre
pare, and the amendment would give
committees much-needed time to orga“Right now, we really have to hit the
ground running,” Grinde said. “We can
hold some town meetings in that twomonth time, but that’s it. The most impor
tant thing is that the people would be
brought back into the session.”
Grinde says a 14-month break after
elections would give the representatives
time to present proposals for public com
ment, unlike the current “pressure cook
er” schedule.
“It’s a really harmfill environment
being in that system right now,” Grinde
said. “The Legislature, the staff — every
one is rushing through 12- and 15-hour
days. It’s not healthy.”
Critics, however, argue that changing
the sessions could actually lower citizen
participation and increase the influence of
special interests.
Sen. Fred Van Valkenburg, DMissoula, says the Legislature already
has the means to make sure the process
works efficiently. The Legislature’s staff
helps lawmakers begin work immediately
after the election.
If CA-32 passes, Van Valkenburg
believes the Legislature will resort to
annual sessions, which Montanans have
specifically rejected.

“I think as time goes on people are
going to be extremely unhappy that they
just voted in new legislators, and now
they’d have to wait 14 months to see them
do anything,” Van Valkenburg said.
“Elections are supposed to change
things. If you can’t see some changes,
we’re going to end up having special ses
sions in the odd years anyway, because
the voters want to address issues from
the election.”
Harry Fritz, a UM history professor
and former state senator from Missoula,
agrees.
“The real problem is that if you elect
someone in November and have to wait
14 months, there’s time for
the lobbyists to wreak
havoc,” Fritz said. “If the
national legislature can meet
that soon after the elections,
I think we sure can meet for
our 90-day session.”
Another criticism of CA32 is that holding sessions
the same year as elections
will make legislators more
reluctant to address contro
versial issues for fear of
alienating voters.
“Right now, the legislators, by and
large, aren’t really concerned with re-elec
tion in the odd-year sessions,” Van
Valkenburg said. “But if they’re in session
at the same time as they’re out raising
money for the campaign, that’s not a good
thing.”
Grinde and other supporters counter
that election-year sessions could increase
public interest in campaigns and encour
age voting because lawmakers’ actions
will be fresh in the minds of voters.
Grinde says that if CA-32 passes, the
Legislature will have to meet in back-toback sessions only once, to get the new
system in line with the budgeting process.
After that it will be limited to 90-day ses
sions every other year — definitely not
annually.
“The good legislators, who work and
study all the time, will still be good legis
lators,” Grinde said. “I think this will
allow everyone to make better decisions
when the time pressure is let off a little.
This will be good for the elected officials,
the staff, everyone in the government.”

Kaimin News Editor

One person’s sound investment is
another’s risky roll of the dice.
In a nutshell, that’s the controversy
behind a little-known ballot issue that
seeks voter permission to invest state
workers’ compensation funds in the
stock market.
While other ballot issues might be
grabbing all the publicity,
Constitutional Amendment 31 has the
potential to affect thousands of
Montana workers and their employers.
If passed, it would amend Montana’s
Constitution to allow a portion of the
workers’ compensation insurance fund
to be invested in stocks.
The aim, supporters say,
is to make more money,
which could be used to pay
claims or reduce employ
ers’ premiums.
All businesses must
carry work comp insur
ance to cover the costs of
employees’ on-the-job
injuries. Those who belong
to the state’s plan pay pre
miums, which accumulate
in a fund. About $90 mil
lion of the $517 million fund is used
yearly to pay claims awarded to
injured workers. The remaining money
is held in reserve or invested in short
term and long-term bonds.
Proposed by the Legislature, CA-31
would allow up to 15 percent of the
fund’s reserves to be invested in com
mon stock.
“There’s a potential for earning
higher returns and having money
available for the paying of benefits and
the possibility of reducing the costs of
premiums,” said Sen. Tom Keating, RBillings. “The historic records indicate
a common-stock invested fund gener
ates more income than bonds.”
But other legislators say investing
workers’ money in stock is risky and
irresponsible.
“I think we have a greater responsi
bility when investing taxpayers’
money,” argues Rep. Ray Peck, DHavre. “There’s a potential for some
significant losses. The opportunity for
greater return is found in the riskier

Constitutional
Amendments

investment.”
Peck contends state employees don’t
have the experience to invest taxpayer
money in stocks and should stick with
bonds — even if the return is less.
“(CA-31) will affect workers,” Peck
said. “If we make more money from
stock investments, it’ll decrease rates
and improve the business climate. But
boy, that stock market has bounced
violently at times, and I don’t think we
should (invest).”
For many, suspicion of the stock
market is rooted in memories of the
market’s great crash in 1929 or the
periodic fluctuations that make head
lines. But CA-31’s supporters argue
that modem stock investing can be as
safe as investors want it to be, and
that government has a duty to not only
safeguard public funds but to maxi
mize them.
Terry Cohea, an investment execu
tive for D.A. Davidson in Billings, said
investing in stocks could make the
state’s work comp investments less
risky by increasing the fund’s diversity
and raising its returns.
“It’s risky not to invest in stocks
because it limits your growth poten
tial,” said Cohea, a former Montana
legislative fiscal analyst and a top aide
to former Gov. Ted Schwinden.
State officials in neighboring Idaho
second those arguments. Idaho, which
invests about 10 percent of its workers’
compensation insurance fund in stock,
averages a 17.3 percent yearly return,
said Bart Chaffee, account manager for
Idaho’s fund. Idaho officials hope to
increase the state’s investments in
stock to 25 percent, he adds.
IT CA-31 passes, the Montana. State
Board of Investments, a nine-member
board appointed by the governor,
would be responsible for making the
work comp investments, said Carroll
South, who heads the board.
The workers’ compensation insur
ance fund was created in 1991 after
the original fund went bankrupt
because, among other reasons, the
Legislature was reluctant to raise
politically sensitive premiums as costs
climbed. The new fund is better man
aged and has become stable enough to
permit investments in stocks, South
says .
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Initiative may up
minimum wane
minimum wage in annual incre
ments until it reaches $6.25 per
hour by the year 2000.
Whether they’re flipping
While supporters say raising
burgers or cleaning motels,
minimum pay would give work
many Montanans see the jobs
ers more dignity and opportuni
created by the state’s growing
ty, its critics contend the
service sector as bright opportu increase — which amounts to a
nities, even if the pay is rock
47 percent raise over two years
bottom.
— is extreme and would hurt
But Hugh Ambrose sees
Montana’s small businesses,
those jobs in the smoggy light of hindering the veiy workers the
a Charles Dickens novel depict
initiative aims to help.
ing workers’ misery in Victorian
“It hurts people who need a
England.
starting wage,” says Gloria
“It reminds me of David
Paladichuk of the Coalition to
Copperfield,” says Ambrose,
Protect Small Business Jobs, a
who works for the Montana
political action committee
Coalition for an Effective
formed to fight 1-121. “We feel
Legislature, one of the chief pro it’s too much, too soon, and too
ponents of raises for Montana’s
much for small businesses to
lowest paid workers.
swallow.”
Despite a 45-cent increase in
In conjunction with sched
the federal minimum wage that uled federal increases, including
took effect Oct. 1 and an identi
the Oct. 1 increase, the initia
cal increase scheduled for next
tive would force many Montana
year, Ambrose says the mini
employers to raise their mini
mum wage remains too low,
mum wage six times by Jan. 1,
leaving the 81,000 Montanans
2000.
who earn the lowest legal pay
Opponents of the increase
struggling in undeserved pover argue that it would mean high
tyer prices for consumers and
Ambrose and the coalition of could ratchet up pay for all
organized labor, Native
workers. Workers at the bottom
American and women’s advoca
of the pay scale could pay a
cy groups he represents are try harsh price, they say.
ing to persuade Montanans to
Because many small busi
vote for Initiative 121. The bal
nesses operate on small profit
lot measure would raise the
margins, a higher minimum
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MINIMUM WAGE EMPLOYEES, such as this dishwasher, could see an increase in their paychecks if
voters pass Initiative 121 Tuesday.

wage could cause managers to
layoff workers or hesitate to
hire new ones, Paladichuck
says.
Ambrose disagrees. Several
states have raised their mini
mum wages in the last few
years, and Ambrose points to
studies done in those states by
Princeton economists showing
little or no increase in unem
ployment.
Paying what he calls a “live
able wage” is important to the
dignity of all workers, Ambrose .
argues.
“Even the person working
the window at Taco Bell is doing
a job people want done, so peo
ple should be willing to pay
them decently,” he says. “We
don’t recognize that this person

is being exploited by a corpora
tion, PepsiCo, that makes bil
lions of dollars a year.”
Ambrose also feels an insuffi
cient minimum wage hurts
Montana’s economy — and hits
taxpayers in the pocketbook.
“We’re forcing people to take
jobs that place them below the
poverty line,” he says. “What
happens then is, they qualify for
public assistance and
Montanans’ tax dollars go to
subsidize these large retail out
lets — ShopKo and WalMart
and so on.”
Paladichuk says labor costs
are the largest faced by small
businesses, often accounting for
more than half of expenses. She
also says the state’s ability to
compete with surrounding

states for new industries would
be hurt by an elevated minimum wage.
“I think there’s a need for
entry-level jobs,” she says. “You
can get those jobs, and there’s
incentive to work hard and
move up. It’s better to start at
the bottom and rise to the top
than start at the top and fall to
the bottom.”
Ambrose says such state
ments stem from a common
misconception that most mini
mum-wage earners are stu
dents or young people just out
of school whose needs are small.
“Half of minimum-wage
earners make half of their fami
lies’ incomes,” he says. “These
are the people we want to help
the most.”

Muddy waters: 1-122 a heated, costly issue
Karen Chavez

Kaimin Reporter
Few things in Montana are as
cloudy or as controversial as a clear
running stream.
The health of those streams and the
future of Montana’s mining industry
are at odds in the most heated and
most expensive initiative battle of this
election — the fight over Initiative
122, which would raise the water
treatment standards for some metal
mining operations.
Miners are crying foul, arguing that
their industry is being unfairly sin
gled out by proposed legislation that
would impose unnecessarily strict
standards. Opponents of 1-122 have
spent about $2 million, the most ever
raised for a ballot initiative in
Montana history.
The other side, mostly environmen
tal groups, have raised upward of
$320,000 to support their contention
that mining has fouled the state’s
waters and should clean up its act.
Specifically, the Montana Clean
Water Initiative would require new or
expanding metal mining operations to
treat their waste to remove greater
quantities of contaminants before dis
charging it into any surface water.
In effect, this would eliminate the
use of “mixing zones,” stretches of
streams or rivers where runoff and
waste from mines is allowed to mix
and dilute until it eventually meets
water-quality standards.
Under 1-122, if mines cannot meet
state standards at the point of dis
charge, they would be required to
treat the waste before it enters the
river to either meet existing standards
or remove 80 percent of each carcino
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THE WATERS OF RATTLESNAKE CREEK flow without question, but Initiative 122
waits for its outcome on Nov. 5.

gen, toxin and nutrient.
Montanans for Clean Water/For I122 contend that Montana’s water
ways are suffering from water-quality
standards weakened by the 1995
Legislature and the governor. The
group’s central concern is the easing of
standards for arsenic and other can
cer-causing and toxic pollutants that
are dumped into the state’s rivers.
However, Montanans for Common
Sense Water Laws/Against 1-122 say
it’s unfair to make the mining indus
try meet standards higher than those
faced by any other Montana industry
or water user, including municipal
waste-treatment facilities.
Furthermore, the group says no
technology exists to help mines meet
the requirements of 1-122, nor is it

clear that the higher standards will
significantly improve the qualify of
Montana’s waters.
Tom Daubert, a spokesman for the
anti-initiative group, said 1-122 deals
with “an extraordinarily complicated
issue,” and is unprecedented in calling
for a water-quality standard that
applies to only one industry.
For instance, municipal sewage
treatment facilities are also allowed
mixing zones, Daubert said, and if I122 were applied to
Missoula’s treatment plant, the city
would not meet permitting require
ments, due to excessive levels of lead,
cadmium, copper, chlorine, ammonia,
nitrate and fecal coliform.
Tom Roy, member of the pro-initia
tive group and director of the UM’s

environmental studies program, says
the initiative’s goals are simple.
“We want mines to meet standards
before discharging into water,” he
said.
He adds that the technology to
meet the proposed requirements does
exist, but the real issue is cost.
Daubert says the initiative would
have devastating impacts on the min
ing industry. Three existing mines —
Beal Mountain in Silver Bow County,
Golden Sunlight in Jefferson County
and Zortman-Landusky in Phillips
County — would be forced to close, he
says.
Furthermore, none of Montana’s
major proposed mines would be built if
1-122 passes, he adds. That includes
the Seven-Up Pete gold mine near
Lincoln, Crown Butte’s New World
Mine near Cooke City and Rock Creek
Mine near Noxon.
The Montana Mining Association
estimates hard rock mining accounts
for 3 percent of the state’s tax base,
but Daubert said in big mining coun
ties, like Jefferson, it can account for
as much as 50 percent to 60 percent of
the economy.
Mining employs 2,500 people direct
ly and thousands more indirectly.
He predicts 1,727 jobs would be
lost, including those promised by the
proposed mines.
Bruce Farling, who helped write I122, says the campaign is not trying to
put mining out of business. However,
he adds, the total economic benefit of
clean water “dwarfs what these guys
(mining industry) do for it.”
“We have a $1.2 billion tourism
industry and a $270 million a year
trout fisheries that depend on clean
water,” he said.
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Hamilton judge says:

1-123 would help
prevent lawsuits
strikes, pickets, lockouts and
layoffs.”
Another argument
against 1-123 is that with
Hamilton City Judge
intimidation and harass
Martha Bethel has been
ment statutes already on
harassed over the phone,
accosted on the street, had a Montana’s books, the initia
tive is simply overkill.
contract taken out on her
Scott Crichton of the
life, and been forced to
defend her judicial record in American Civil Liberties
Union of Montana says
seven different lawsuits in
existing laws already
U.S. District Court—all in
the line of duty, and all insti address the concerns of
Bethel and other supporters
gated by anti-government
of the initiative.
extremist groups.
“We have criminal laws
“These people frivolously
use the system,” Bethel said. that protect people against
harassment and intimida
“They challenge and trash
the system, then use it when tion,” Crichton said. “This is
it’s convenient for them. And just ‘feel-good’ legislation.”
Ken Thole, director of the
they don’t get nailed for it.”
Montana Human Rights
Bethel hopes Initiative
Network, quit the Anti
123, the Montana Anti
Intimidation Act drafting
Intimidation Act, will be a
committee in May out of
remedy for public officials
frustration with the way the
forced to spend as much
proposal
time defend
turned out.
ing them
The initia
selves from
tive’s sup
harassment
Proponents say
porters were
and what
1-113 would
more con
she terms
endfrivolous
cerned with
“frivolous”
getting it on
lawsuits as
lawsuits.
the ballot
they do per
Opponents say
than with
forming their
the initiative is
getting it
official
right, he
duties.
just 'feel good’
said.
But the
legislation.
“It all fell
traditionally
apart
liberal
because
groups most
nobody ran it by the ACLU
would expect to support Iand the civil rights crew, and
123 are criticizing the pro
posed law, saying it is poorly we ended up with a lack of
definition,” Thole said.
written and could actually
Supporters say the mea
increase the types of law
sure’s critics are missing the
suits it hopes to prevent.
bigger point. Evan Barrett,
Russell Hill, executive
who led the efforts to get Idirector of the Montana
123 on the ballot, says critics
Trial Lawyers Association,
says the major problem with are “splitting hairs” by con
centrating on the language.
1-123 is its broad language,
“If you take a bunch of
particularly a section that
lawyers, put them in a room
reads: “An individual or
organization who is attempt and say ‘Find a problem
with this,’ theyTl find a prob
ing to exercise a legally pro
lem. It’s their job,” Barrett
tected right and who is
said. “But this isn’t the Ten
injured, harassed, or
Commandments carved in
aggrieved by a threat or
stone. The meaning of the
intimidation has a civil
passage (of 1-123) is more
cause of action against the
important than the words.”
person engaging in the
Judge Bethel agrees, say
threatening or intimidating
ing “We are just ordinary cit
behavior.”
izens. We may not be able to
Hill says this passage
could lead to a dramatic rise do much, but damn it, we’re
going to do whatever we can.
in lawsuits for all types of
“Community interven
political activism, instead of
tion— that’s what it’s all
working to discourage anti
about. If you have a problem
government organizations
with the law, you don’t go
and individuals from abus
out and shoot your legisla
ing the system.
tor. You talk to your neigh
“Do you know what con
bors and see what you can
stitutes intimidation? Do
do.”
you know what it means to
And that’s why Ken Tbole
be aggrieved?” Hill asked. “Isays the new law is unneces
123 will encourage lawsuits
whenever Montanans on one sary.
“The bottom line from our
side of the abortion contro
perspective,” Toole said, “is
versy feel aggrieved by
that fighting hate groups is
intimidation from the other
never going to happen by
side, and whenever labor or
management feels aggrieved statute. It’s going to happen
by changing attitudes.”
by such intimidation as
Dan Nailen
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Money the issue in 1-125
Jason Kozleski

Kaimin News Editor

If money talks, corporations
are outshouting the people
when it comes to campaigning
for Montana ballot issues.
So say supporters of
Initiative 125, which would pro
hibit corporations and trade
associations from spending
money to support state and local
ballot measures.
Of the $4.7 million con
tributed to Montana ballot
issues between 1982 and 1994,
72 percent came from corpora
tions or trade associations, I125’s sponsors note. Individuals
can’t compete with that, sup
porters add.
“We want to give people an
equal say,” said C.B. Pearson,
executive director of Common
Cause for Montana and a co
author of 1-125. “We need to
have equal access to state poli
tics.”
If voters approve 1-125,
Montana would be the first
state to ban corporate giving to
support ballot issues. Other
states have passed similar bans,
but federal and state courts
declared them unconstitutional,
saying that such limits violate a
corporation’s freedom of speech.
But I-125’s approach is differ
ent, Pearson said. The initiative
would let corporate employees
give money to corporation-spon
sored political action commit
tees, which could then give to
ballot-issue campaigns.
The initiative wouldn’t limit
the amount PACs could donate,
said Pearson, but existing
Montana law would prohibit
corporations from funneling

money through employees to
support corporate causes.
A1990 tobacco-tax initiative
campaign shows the influence
corporations can have in ballot
elections, Pearson said. The ini
tiative looked strong before the
election, but an invasion of late
out-of-state donations helped
defeat it.
Rick Dale, the public affairs
director for Golden Sunlight
Mining Co., which has spent
more than $140,000 opposing
this year’s water quality initia
tive, doesn’t deny money can
turn the tide of an election.
“It isn’t fair, but it’s real, and
it’s what happens,” Dale said.
However, citizens probing
large businesses force corpora
tions to defend their interests by
spending money on campaigns,
Dale said. Because state and
federal laws view corporations
as individuals, a business’s right
to free speech should have equal
protection, he added.
Larry Elison, a UM law pro
fessor who studies free-speech
issues, predicts the courts would
overturn 1-125. Although state
and federal laws prohibit corpo
rations from giving money
directly to candidates for office,
the courts have ruled that corpo
rate-cash in initiative cam
paigns doesn’t pose a conflict, he
said.
Another problem, Elison
says, is that it targets business
es and trade associations while
allowing other associations,
namely labor unions and non
profit special interest groups, to
continue to give money to ballot
issue campaigns. Federal law
tends to treat corporations,
trade associations and unions

the same, he adds.
Despite history, Elison says I125’s alternative approach
might pass legal muster, partic
ularly in Montana, where the
state Supreme Court tends to
protect an individual’s rights
over organizations or institu
tions.
If the initiative passes, 1-125
opponents predict it will hurt
the economy, said Bill Leary, the
executive director of Committee
to Defend First Amendment ..
Rights Against 1-125. Uncler 1125, many Main Street busi
nesses, incorporated farms, and
ranches, and nonprofit corpora
tions couldn’t give money to ini
tiative campaigns.
MontPIRG, which sponsored
the initiative, would be one of
the few organizations that could
give money, Leary said.
“We’re telling businesses not
to come to Montana,” he said.
Meanwhile, supporters of 1125 point to the current fight
over 1-122, the so-called clean
water initiative, to show how
spending from big corporations
can drown out individual
Montanans. I-122’s foes, mostly
mining corporations, have
raised more than $2 million,
compared to the $320,000 raised
by its supporters.
Leary argues the water-qual
ity campaign demonstrates the
importance of not restricting
corporate money. If they can
protect their own interests, min
ing companies will preserve
Montana jobs, he said.
“If 1-122 fails and 1-125 pass
es, 1-122 will come back,” Leary
said, “and the next time corpo
rations won’t have the ability to
protect themselves.”

1-132 calls for constitutional convention
have the phrase “disregarded
Montana voters on term limits”
next to their names on future
ballots.
Long before Ross Perot and
The proposal faces a wide
Newt Gingrich fell in love with
spectrum of enemies. The
the issue, Fred Thomas was a
Montana AFL-CIO, traditional
true believer in term limits.
ly associated with the political
As a Republican state repre
left, has joined the conservative
sentative, Thomas first pro
Eagle Forum and the Montana
posed a resolution placing lim
Shooting Sports Association in
its on the terms of U.S. con
opposing 1-132.
gressmen and senators in 1985.
“We don’t believe the initia
The resolution failed, as did
those he proposed in 1987,1989 tive is grounded in any legal
basis,” said Don Judge, execu
and 1991.
tive secretary of the Montana
“I was pretty much a lone
AFL-CIO, whose delegates
voice in the woods,” the
voted unanimously in June to
Stevensville insurance sales
oppose the measure.
man said recently. Judge said court challenges
However, encouraged by the
to the initiative are being con
growing national enthusiasm
sidered.
for limiting congressional
But Jonathan Ferry of U. S.
terms, Thomas and others got a
Term Limits, a Washington D.
term limits initiative on
C., political action committee
Montana’s ballot in 1991. The
initiative passed by a wide mar that donated about $19,000 to
the 1-132 petition drive, is confi
gin, but the U.S. Supreme
dent court challenges to the ini
Court invalidated Montana’s
tiative will fail. He said a find
new limit, along with those of
ing by Nebraska’s attorney gen
other states.
eral declared a similar ballot
Now, Thomas is backing a
new ballot issue, Initiative 132.
issue to be legal.
Ferry and Thomas feel the
1-132 doesn’t create term
pro-limits movement has been
limits. Instead, it’s part of a
forced to resort to the initiative
national effort encouraging
state lawmakers to call for a
efforts by Congress.
constitutional convention on the
“We feel it is the only way we
subject.
can get limits on Congress,”
If the measure passes, legis
Ferry said. “We want to com
lators who fail to vote for term
pletely change the culture of
limits and a convention would
government.”
Zach Dundas
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Term limits and ballot lan
guage are, however, far from
the only things on the minds of
I-132’s opponents.
“This initiative takes a back
door approach to calling for a
constitutional convention,”
Judge said. “We’re concerned
that the rights and freedoms of
Americans wouldn’t be protect
ed in that situation.”
Article 5 of the U.S.
Constitution gives states the
right to demand a convention; if
35 do so, Congress is obligated
to organize one. This method for
amending the Constitution has
never been tried, and no one
knows exactly how it would
work.
“Take a look at the kind of
money in American politics
today,” Judge said. “There’s so
much, they can’t spend it all. If
a convention were called, ordi
nary working Americans would
n’t be very big players.”
Thomas and Ferry both dis
miss such concerns as paranoid.
“Any time you don’t have a
good point, you start saying
things like this,” said Thomas.
“Some of these people seem like
they’d turn back the clock, not
let women vote, get rid of direct
election of senators. It’s like
they’re the last defenders of big
government.”
U. S. Term Limits is coordi
nating campaigns for similar
initiatives in 12 other states.
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Montana Legislative Candidate Information
andidates in Montana’s House
What three things in your
of Representatives and Senate
platform would work to promote
racewere asked their age, edu
higher education in Montana?
cational background, current occupation,
their reason for running and to provide
2. What plans do you have to
answers for these three questions:
try to keep Montana graduates in

C

the state?

initiatives such as 1-122 intro
duced?

3. Do you think Montana’s envi
ronmental laws are strict
enough? If no, how would you
strengthen them? If yes, why are

Those candidates selected are run
ning for office in districts with signifi
cant student populations.

Representative Candidates
Vicki Cocciarella
Democrat, Incumbent
Age: 46
Education: Master’s degree in

District 64

District 65

demand for jobs is.
Universities need
to train more peo
ple as to how to
start their own
businesses and
keep them running. Small businesses
keep Montana going, not big busi
nesses. People need to be able to
stand on their own.”
Environment: “The water quality
was much better before the last ses
sion devastated our standards.
Montana used to have the best stan
dards, that’s been eroded by conserv
ative extremists. I’m chair of the
Environmental Quality Council,
we’ve been studying the compliance
and enforceability of environmental
laws. More consideration should be
given to enforcing laws. A lot of envi
ronmental laws need better enforce
ment, but we don’t supply resources
to help the department do so. We
don’t have consistency in enforce
ment.”

running because in my first term I
learned of important issues coming up
that affect my constituents. Among those
issues are working to develop better
high-paying jobs, consistent with long
term interests of Montana. I want to
limit the escalating costs of medical
insurance and make sure the educational
system is adequately funded. We need
greater equity in our tax system to take
some of the burden of taxation off the
residential property tax.”
Higher Ed: “Investigating alternate
sources of tax revenue, like the coal sev
erance tax, to raise the level of funding
education. I’m against CA-30 because it
reduces the independence of the
Montana university system. I think edu-

spent 30 years as a political activist in

Montana and 10 years on the Montana
Women’s lobby. I believe that the legisla
ture is one of the primary places that
social change can happen.”
Higher Ed: “I believe that adequate
funding for the university is important
and that qualified people receiving pub
lic assistance will be allowed to attend
the university. I also want to ensure that
the Legislature does not manage the cur-

riculum of the university.”
Economy: “Being a graduate of
Montana, I think it’s important that peo
ple go out and get experience outside of
Montana. I don’t think it’s the worst
thing in the world for people to leave and
come back. But I also supported the
Montana Microbusiness Act (1993)
which created a revenue stream for eco
nomic development projects to help cre-

I Bill Carey

District 67

personal communication from UM.
Occupation: Self-employed con
sultant.
Why she’s running for office: “I
enjoy public service. I think there’s a
lot of work that needs to be done out
there. I guess, I’m there for my kids.”
Higher Ed: “I guess I’ve always
worked to promote higher education.
We need to always be fair in taxing
Montanans. Certain groups are taxed
more than others. Students are tar
geted and taxed unfairly with tuition
hikes.”
Economy: “They need to have
decent-paying jobs. That doesn’t
mean we need more job in extractive
industries. We need to look at where
industries and businesses need peo
ple. Interaction between business
and the community and the universi
ty is important to create a partner
ship so universities know where the

Democrat, Incumbent
Age: 48
Education: Bachelor’s degree in eco

nomics from Harvard. Master’s degree
from UM in political science. Law degree
from University of California.
Occupation: Lawyer.
Why he’s running for office: “Fm

Diane Sands

cation has to be insu
lated from politics
and big business.
The third element
that would have an
impact on students
would be residential property tax reform
to lower the cost of housing.”
Economy: “We’ve got to look at our
strengths and maximize them. Our qual
ity work force, our educational system —
it’s not as good as it used to be. We need
to focus on stable long-term industries,
not boom and bust industries that we’ve
traditionally had. Fm opposed to indus
tries like the Seven-Up Pete mine that
are here for a maximum of 18 years and
then leave a Superfund site.”
Economy: “No. We need to repeal the
acts of the 1995 Legislature. If we let
water quality become degraded and let
open-pit mines take over our state, we’re
selling Montana short. We’re selling our
future short. We’ll create a place that no
one wants to live in, and no business
wants to develop in.”

District 66

Democrat
Age: 49
Education: Bachelor’s degree in

anthropology from UM. Post-graduate
work in women’s studies done at George
Washington University.
Occupation: Non-profit and political
consultant.
Why she’s running for office: “I

Democrat, Incumbent
Age: 51
Education: Bachelor’s degree in

political science from University of
California.
Occupation: Director of the
Missoula Food Bank.
Why he’s running for office: “I

learned about the process during my
first term, I want to apply the lessons I
learned in my first term. I’m concerned
about the direction the state is going by
not funding education. I’m interested in
more fairness in how our government
treats everyone.”
Higher Ed: “I don’t have a platform,
but I’d like to find some way to not bur
den students as much as we are. I’m
against CA-30, and I think higher edu
cation has to include vocational train
ing. We have to predict where jobs are
going to be. It’s really too early to have

the answers yet, but
I have a good idea of
what questions to
ask.”
Economy: “One

of the things associ
ated with having an economy is having
affordable housing. If a person wants to
they should be able to purchase a
house. I also introduced a health care
bill that would set up the single-payer
system — similar to Canada’s. You’ve
got to look at the whole package, not
just high pay. (Graduates) should be
able to enjoy a better lifestyle. We need
to reward businesses that treat people
well.”
Economy: “ The water quality laws
were weakened in the last session. We
ought to have the best water quality
laws in the country. We often underval
ue the benefits of having clean water.”

ate small businesses.
I believe in an econo
my that supports
home-grown busi
nesses.”
Environment:

“At the minimum, I think we should
seek to return to water quality stan
dards to the level they were before the
last Legislature.’

■llfiWlfrl
Libertarian
Age: 39
Education: Bachelor’s degree in

radio/television from UM.
Occupation: Producer/health
care.
Why he’s running for office:
“Because we are being burdened by a
lot of factors that limit our economic
and social welfare.”
Higher Ed: ‘‘Choice, allow individ
uals to go to schools that best repre
sent their views and interests.
Another one that is connected to edu
cation is trying to induce good paying
industries to come to Montana so stu
dents can find good paying jobs in the
state without leaving, which-so many
students have to do these days. If we
can find ways to let students have
more ways to have spending income
and lower rates for housing, those

would certainly
help provide more
money for educa
tion.”
Economy: “If we
can provide a better
economic climate and incentives for
people (students will) stay here. You
have to realize with a small state
you’re kind of limited in programs.
Programs like pharmacy have to move
out of state. We’ve become indentured
in some senses because we’ve become
a service sector economy.”
Environment: “The problem isn’t
if they’re strict enough it’s if they’re
going to do any good. You should be
able to deal with your property as
long as you don’t interfere with the
rights of your neighbor, and that
would apply to all industries and gov
ernments.”

continued from page 1-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- - -------------------------------------------------------------

Apathy: Coalition believes students' votes can make the difference
Busey said students have already
shown their ability to impact politics
in last year’s open space bond issue.
“I hope students realize the power
of their vote and utilize it,” she said.
Students can and do have an
impact, especially with Montana’s low
population. Elections, such as the
Congressional race when Pat
Williams defeated Ron Marlenee, are
won and lost with a difference of four

★

votes.
The impact is there and students
are registered, however the battle is
far-from over for the coalition.
“We’ve got a lot of students regis
tered,” Busey said, “but it doesn’t do a
bit of good if they don’t get out and
vote.”
To motivate students on election
day, the coalition will phone all the
students registered in the dorms and

go door knocking throughout the
University Villages.
The coalition will also be manning
tables in the UC Monday and Tuesday
to answer student questions and help
them find their polling places.
But even with all the reminders,
campus organizers are still worried
about student turnout.
“One of the pitfalls is, yes, we have
the day off, but that doesn’t release

students of their obligation to vote,”
Newbold said. “The polls are open at 7
a.m. Vote before you leave.”
When Nov. 5 rolls around, the ver
dict on student apathy will be issued
and the campaign season will begin
again for next year.
“It doesn’t end with voting,”
Darrow said. “It starts with voting.
Each vote should equal 100 pickets
outside the capitol building.”
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Natural Law Party
Age: 59
Education: Two years at a
California community college and
training in holistic medicine.
Occupation: Holistic therapist and
yoga instructor.
Why she’s running for office: “I’m
concerned about what I see going on
in this society. I don’t like what’s hap
pening in the political world, all the
bickering. I’m going to put my voice
out there, but in a loving way.”
Higher Ed: “I’d like to start the
voucher system to give people in
younger grades a choice of where they
want to go to school. I’d like to see
moneys in schools made available for
all students. I don’t have a definite
plan now; I think that would be jump

Dale Mahlum
Republican
Age: 66
Education: Bachelor’s degree in mar
keting and a minor in journalism from
UM.
Occupation: Partner in Jellystone RV
Park, former owner of Mahi urn’s Ace
Hardware.
Why he’s running for office: “After
working at Mahlum’s Ace Hardware for
35 years, I know the ins and outs and
community. I think that this would be a
good time to do something good for com munity. I work with common sense, and
I’m good with issues.”
Higher Ed: “The quality of higher
education starts with good primary and
secondary schools. At that level, it’s
important teachers get better paid. Also, I
think vo-tech schools are a good further
educational system. I know people in edu
cation, and they’ll tell me what they need,

Economy: “It’s
not government’s job
to keep graduates in
Montana. If the mar
ket place isn’t com
petitive you’re going
to have situations where graduates have
to leave. More and more regulations make
it harder to create businesses — environ
mental regulations, licensing regula
tions.”
Environment: “In general, too much
of environmental legislation is driven by
emotion rather than science. If we’re
going to have a standard for air and water
quality then it should be scientifically dri
ven, based on health risks. Initiative 122
is higher than the federal standard so I
have to question how are we going to get
a water system that effective.”

haven’t thought
about that. I would
want to Sit in a chair for 15 to 20 min
utes and really think about it.”
Environment: “Environmental
laws across the nation have to be
stricter. It amazes me that people
know about the Seven-Up Pete mine
and don’t worry about their drinking
water. I can’t say enough. We’ve got to
reach people and let them know that
Mama Earth is a living creature.
We’ve got to stop cutting down so
many trees. That’s why I support
legalizing industrial hemp to replace
wood and reduce clear cutting.”

Republican
Age: 56
Education: Accounting degree from
Kent State University.
Occupation: Self-employed, setting up
an Internet service.
Why he’s running for office: “Because
it’s time someone came to the defense of
the taxpayer. We need to turn around the
trend of more and more government and
more and more taxes.”
Higher Ed: “I’m not sure I have any
thing planned. I’m looking at excellence in
academia in general. It all comes together
in getting an education that students and
taxpayers are paying for. (Students) have
got enough people out there championing
their cause. I’d evaluate each individual
situation and determine if I’d support
funding it.”

wingers have taken hold. I felt it was
essential I run to put some balance in
the process.”
Higher Ed: “First and foremost is
trying to maximize funding UM receives.
In almost all instances administration,
faculty and students have found the gov
ernor’s recommendation is not sufficient
enough to maintain current services,
which means higher tuition. Second,
we’ve got to try to look into the future of
the university’s needs, either with build-

ing construction or research. Third,
expand financial aid opportunities.
Tuition and fees have gone up so much
in the past that we need to find ways to
assist people without unlimited bank
accounts get education.”
Economy: “State government needs
to continue to promote value-added
businesses in Montana. We need to
take advantage of our current
resources. We have important natural
resources that will add to the job base

and improve the
quality of life we
have in Montana.
We need to make a
point of making that
more marketable.”
Environment: “I don’t think the
water quality laws are strong enough
after the last legislature. I support I122 and want a repeal of the bills from
the last session that I believe lessened
our water quality.”

Jeff Weldon

District 35

Democrat
Age: 33
Education: Bachelor’s degree in histo
ry and political science and a master’s
degree in public administration both
from UM. Currently a third-year law
student at UM.
Occupation: Student.
Why he’s running for office: “As an
incumbent, I ran in this district four
years ago, so I want to represent the con
stituents for another four years. It takes
two to four years to get on top of the
issues, and I want to finish what I’ve
started.”
Higher Ed: “For education funding, I
want to try and make sure higher educa
tion is the top budget priority. I want to
work to promote the university in other
ways, such as statutes that allow the
university to compete for grants. I can
also be a voice for students of the univer-

sity system to let leg
islatures know what
it’s like to be a stu
dent and pay
tuition.”

ing the gun, but it’s
got to look at people
who can’t go.”
Economy: “I

District 32

I Fred Van Valkenburg
Democratic, Incumbent
Age: 48
Education: Bachelor’s degree in busi
ness from Gonzaga University, law
degree from UM.
Occupation: Missoula Deputy County
Attorney.
Why he’s running for office: “I’ve
served in the state legislature for 18
years. I’ve been involved in a number of
issues. I’m concerned with the make up
of the legislature, conservative right
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District 35
and I’ll listen.”
Economy: "AVe

need at least five new
environmentally safe
industries in
Missoula, for exam
ple semi-conductor industries or those
like Sun Mountain Sports. We can bring
them here through tax breaks and by
selling Montana as a place to bring your
business. If people want to bring a factory
to Missoula, they’ve got a hard-working
work force here.”
Environment: “(Environmental laws)
have really come a long way in the last 25
years. I would love to see a severance tax
on all the minerals that come out of
Montana to be put into an education
fund. By and large the laws are strict
enough. 1-122 is a law that is meaningfill
but is so strict that it would put people
out ofjobs and hurt our economy.”

Economy:

“Environmental quality is closely aligned
with economic development. Because
Montana is off the beaten path, we need
to be aware of environmental standards.
I have developed a one-stop business
licensing, which saves businesses time
and money and creates a better industry
environment.”
Environment: “One thing to do is to
vote for 1-122 which returns water-quali
ty standards to pre-1995 levels. I think
we should strengthen our open-pit min
ing laws which were weakened in 1995.1
would like to see us go back to environ
mental standards before the 1993 legis
lature.”

Missoula's overcrowded jail a 'powder keg/ Sheriff says
Missoula prisoners are possi
bly threatening a class action
suit over the aging jail’s
Muffled sounds of 76 incar
inability to separate violent
cerated men echo off the
and non-violent inmates.
white, steel walls of the
But if voters pass a $17.1
Missoula County Jail — the
million bond issue, O’Hara
shuffling of cards, a random
said, Missoula will get another
yawn, and the rubber squeak
jail. Soon.
ofjail-issue “jelly” shoes on the
“If we sit on our butts and
prison’s cement floor.
don’t do anything, the courts
Packing as many as 20
are going to come in and make
orange-clad inmates into a sin us,” O’Hara said.
gle day room and lacking both
Still, O’Hara said he hopes
the indoor and outdoor recre
Missoula County residents
ation facilities mandated by
will pass the multi-million dol
federal guidelines, Missoula’s
lar bond Nov. 5 to construct a
jail is a legal powder keg, said
190-bed prison near Costco,
Missoula County Sheriff Capt. before federal magistrates
Mike O’Hara.
force the county into it.
One inmate has already
The proposed jail would
sued the jail and stands a good have three parts — a 190-bed
chance of winning, O’Hara
wing, 144 beds for state pris
said. Other inmates have also
oners and a 20-person juvenile
talked to lawyers. Prompted
detention center.
by a recent inmate murder in
“I’m scared to death that
Lake County jail, some
this thing won’t pass,” he said.
Jennifer McKee

Kaimin Reporter

If the county breaks ground
on the new jail now, Missoula’s
taxpayers will only have to
pay for the construction. The
state will foot the bill for oper
ating costs in exchange for
housing their 144 inmates.
Missoula Police Chief Pete
Lawrenson has called
Missoula’s overcrowded jail
“the biggest problem facing
city law enforcement in 20
yfears.” Cops have threatened
to quit if the city doesn’t build
a new one, Lawrenson said.
“Police officers aren’t sup
posed to be judge and jury,” he
said. But with a 235-inmate
waiting list, beat cops must
decide on the fly if the law
breakers they ticket are
threats to Missoula. There just
isn’t enough room to house
every criminal, Lawrenson
said. “It’s pretty demoraliz
ing.”
There’s not room to incar

cerate even dangerous crimi
nals, said University Police
Sgt. Dick Thurman, who said
that university officers rou
tinely release the domestic
abusers they’re required to
hold because Missoula’s jail is
full.
“Sometimes, we’re lucky,
but that’s just if the jail turns
somebody else loose,”
Thurman said. “I don’t like the
thought of criminals who have
committed violent crimes
being allowed to wander freely
in my neighborhood.”
Neither does Jim McGrath,
but the Missoula city council
man says there’s more at issue
than simply building a bigger
jail.
If the bond passes, convict
ed felons ordinarily destined
for Deerlodge will live in a res
idential neighborhood in
Missoula, he said.
“There’s no question that

we need to do something,”
McGrath said, but he’s unsure
if this is the answer.
Jail overcrowding is noth
ing new in Montana, he said.
“Deerlodge has been full
since it was built,” McGrath
argued. To house more crimi
nals, state planners proposed
the idea of regional prisons
years ago, but Montanans
roundly rejected it.
November’s bond issue is just
a sneaky way to slide danger
ous criminals past the voters.
“It’s like ‘we’re not going to
tell anyone, but that’s what
we’re doing,’” he said.
McGrath isn’t the only one
against the jail. Council mem
bers Craig Sweet and Andy
Sponseller have also decried
the new jail, but were unavail
able for comment.
“I just hope the voters will
be looking hard at what
they’re buying,” McGrath said.

